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™ University,

Gurgaon announced
the appointment of Prof
Prem Vrat, professor of
eminence, Management
Development Institute,
Gurgaon, former vice
chancellor, UP Technical
University, Lucknow and
founder-director, IIT
Roorkee as vice chancel-
lor,

“Prof Prem Vrat’s
appointment follows an
extensive national search.
‘We thank the chair of the
governing body and the
distingnished members of
the committee for this
choice,” Prof BC Nakra,

the Pro Vice Chancellor,
said.

Prof Vrat succeeds
Late Prof RK Singh. An
accornplished protfession-
al, Prof Vrat has high cre-
dentials.

Prof Prem Vrat is ITM's new VC

Prof Vrat has always
lived for the cause of poor
and deprived. He has
given immensely to the
society by supporting stu-
dents from the weaker
sections both academi-
cally and financially. He
has co-authored five
books and co-edited six
conference proceedings.

He is a recipient of the
National Merit
Scholarship and Lillian
Gilbreth Award. He also
received Lifetime
Achievement Award from
WIBP for his outstanding
work in technical educa-

tion and management.
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CAG raps NITs, says half of
the courses not accredlted

fe Bureau

New Delhi, Sept 6: The Comp-
troller and Auditor . General
(CAG) of India on Tuesday
slammed the National Institutes
of Technology (NITs) by saying
that of the 88 undergraduate
- (UG) and 191 postgraduate
(PG) courses, 45 UG and 137
PG courses were not accredited
from the National Board of Ac-
creditation (NBA).

“This indicated that the quali-
ty of education of these courses

could not be ensured on the basis .

of the criteria fixed by the NBA,”
CAGsaidinitsreport.

The reportrevealed that of the
60 research projects undertaken
by NIT Calicut and Kurukshetra
during the period 2005-10, only 27
projects could be completed by
March 31, 2010.

A performance audit of 10

Qut of the 60 research .
prOJ ects which were
undertaken by NIT
Calicut and Kurukshetra
during the period
2005-10, only 27 projects
could be compieted by
March 31,2010,

CAG report

.engineering,

NITs found that the admission of
students in five streams of civil
electronics and
communication  engineering,
mechanical engineering, chemi-
cal engineering and IT engineer-
ing remained much below the in-
take capacity

Almost 1.38-42.31% in UG
coursesand3.13-87 % in PG cours-
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esremained vacantinsomeof the
years whereas in other years
they admitted studentsmorethan
the intake in the range of 0.83-
238%% UG courses and 3.3
116.67% PG courses. .

The CAGreportfound thatnew
courses were introduced without

' ascertaining the need of dissemi-

nation of knowledge in the con-
cerned fields. While NIT Durga-
pur and Silchar introduced
two new UG courses during the
year 2009-10 wherein 37 and 10
seats constituting62and33 % the
intake capacity remained vacant,
in the 12 new PG courses intro-
duced during 2006-07 to 2008-09 by
NIT RKurukshetra, Bhopal,
Silcharand Surathkal52-83 % re-
mained vacant.

“NITs could not utilise these
grants in full leaving an
unutilised balance of crores of
rupees,” thereportadded.
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Ahmedabad, 6 September

he world’s second-

fastest growing

economy .does not

have an educational
institute in the top 200 global
list this year. The Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IIT),
Bombay -— the only Indian
varsity that found itself in the
Top 200 Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) World Univer-
sity Rankings in 2010 at the
number 187 spot — dropped
38 places to 225. Similarly, IIT
Delhi fell to number 218 from
202in 2010 and IIT Madras
dropped to 281 from last
year's 262,

The rankings by QS, a
leading networking organisa-
tion in higher education, are
based on employer reputa-
tion, academic reputation and
research guality,

The remaining Indian uni-
versities featuring in the
rankings, including IIT Kan-
pur, IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Roorkee, IIT Guwahati, Uni-
versity of Delhi, University
of Calcutta, University of
Pune and University of Mum-
bai, did not find a place in the

B e s e
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INDIAN UNIVERSITIES MISSING
INTOP 200 GLOBAL LIST

SLIDE SHOW

INDIAN UNIVERSITIES IN QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 2011 . ASIAN LIST
Institute ©2010 ‘.2 ‘Country  No, of Institutes
X in Top 200
: Rankings
. Japan 57
China a0
TOP 5 QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 2011 . South Korea 3
- . Taiwan 16
University of Cambridge gy } . India n
Harvard University g 2 " Thaitand 09
Massachusetts Institute of Technalogy (MIT} gy 3~ 3 : Indonesia 08
Yalo University gy o : Malaysia 07
University of Oxford - 5< § Hong Kong 07

Rankings.

However, some Indian
varsities fared well in the QS
Asian University Rankings
2011. While the likes of II'T
Kanpur, IIT Delhi, IIT
Madras, IIT Kharagpur and
IIT Roorkee ¢climbed rank-
ings, IIT Bombay dropped
two places in the annual rank-
ings. At 36th place, 11T Kan-
pur, which was ranked 37 last
year, became the top Indian

university. Two more Indian

universities (IIT Madras and
IIT Kharagpur) alsc made it
to the top 50 Asian Universi-
ties list, compared to last
year. Replaced by IIT Kan-
pur at the number 36 spot, IIT
Bombay fell two places to 38,
while IIT Delhi took the 37th
place, moving up from' 39.
However, other Indian uni-
versities like University of
Calcutta, University of Del-
hi, University of Mumbai and
University of Pune slipped in

their rankings, while Uni-
versity of Hyderabad did not
make it to the list.

Globally, while Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) and University of
Oxford bettered their last
year's rankings from five and
six to three and five, respec-
tively, Yale University
dropped one place from third
to fourth rank.

In the Asia list, Japan was
the best-represented nation,
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with five of the top 10 and 57
of the top 200 universities,
ahead of China (40) and
South Korea (35), Taiwan
(16}, India (11), Thailand (9),
Indonesia (8), Malaysia (7)
and Hong Kong (7). Despite
its troubled economy, Japan’s
universities continued to per-
form better, with Tokyo and
Kyoto each moving up one
place to fourth and seventh,
respectively. In Singapore,
National University of Sin-
gapore remained in the top
three. : ’

Meanwhile, under the
technical subject rankings
by QS, IIT Delhi bagged the
30th place in the civil and
structural engineering cate-
gory. It also bagged the 40th,
41st and 43rd places in sub-
jects like mechanical, aero-
nautical and manufacturing
engineering; electrical and
electronic engineering; and
computer science subjects —
the highest among Indian in-
stitutes.

The other top Indian tech-
nical institutes featuring in
the QS World University
Rankings include ITT Madras,
IIT Kharagpur, ITT Guwahati,
IIT Roorkee, and Indian In-
stitute of Science.
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‘JNU ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT
AMONG TOP 100
IN THE WORLD

HT Correspondent

= htraperters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: Indian students wish-
ing to apply to some of the finest
English departments, will not
hawve to lock too far away from
home.

For, among the top 100 uni-
versities in the world leading in
English education, is the English
department of Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JINLT).

In a survey conducted by Q@S
World University Rankings, the
Centre for English Studies
(CES) has been ranked as
among the top 100 English
departments in the world.

Apart from some
T departments,
no Indian department
across all disciplines
has been ranked higher
than this.

SAUGATA EHADURI
chairperson, CES

While the likes of Harvard
University, University of O:xford,
University of Cambridge,
University of California
(Berkeley) and Yale ITniversity
have made it to the top five, the
faculty at JNU feel that this
ranking speaks volumes of the
Iinstitute’s stature. -

“Apart from some ITT depart-
ments, no Indian department
across all disciplines has been
ranked higher than this,” said
Saugata Bhaduri, chairperson,
Centre for English Studies,
JINL.

“It is truly a matter of
immense pride that an Indian
university department, namely
the Centre for English Studies
at JINUU has achieved this
tremendous recognition of being
adjudged as one of the top 100
English departments in the
world,” Bhaduri added.

The English department has
been ranked between the 51 to
100 range, with academics and
employer rankings set at 26.2
and 19.9, on a scale of 100.
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Faculty unhappy with outsourcmg
. of FMS entrance test |

Trisune NEws SERVICE

New DELHI, SEPTEMBER §

» The teaching community of
the Delhi University's Faculty
of, Management Studies
(FMS) is certainly unhappy
over the university's coercion
_to outsource the FMS entrance
“test to CAT. '

Most teachers doubt that the
selection process is bound to
become "less sacrosanct” and
"dituted” with this step. The
admission committee mem-
bers today in a meeting with
the academic council mem-

bers agreed to the outsourcing |

plan at least for this year.

Next year, the committee

. will try if some other way can

be found out to conduct exam-
inations.
* Most members on fthe
admission committee said the
university was shirking its
responsibility in'the matter.
"The way this decision has
come, it is just very unfortu-
nate and undemocratic. The

. university is just reluctant to

help us conduct our inde-
pendent entrance exam this
year. Without their help, we
are not left with much option.
All faculty members in the
meeting today felt that in the
interest of the students, we
can agree for outsourcing the

entrance this year, but ‘under
protest™, said one of the sen-
ior faculty members on the
. admission comumittee.
"This.entrance test is a 40-
year-old feature of FMS. Our
pattern and procedure is very
discreet. In fact, students, who
didn't appear for CAT, have the
option to prepare for FMS sep-
arately as well. Students are
going to be disappointed,”
added another faculty member.
Academic council member
Sheo Dutt was also present as
a vice-chancellor's nominee
 in the meeting. Dutt registered
his dissent in the meeting say-
ing that efforts should be made
to preserve the admission
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.

process at FMS.

Speaking about the FMS
brand, another professor said,
"FMS is an established brand.
‘We have a multitude of cours-
es and we are known for our
uniqueness. CAT and the FMS
entrance are not comparable.
Both the entrances are com-
pletely different. For example,
CAT has around 75 questions
in two hours, while we have
up to 175 questions in the-
same span. There are other
factors like the weightage of
marks and interview also
involved.

Outsourcing the test is an
easy way out, but not good for
students,” he said.

Cincinnati varsity sponsors Maharashtra rural students with job guarantee

MicHAEL GONSALVES
Pune

THE American University
of Cincinnati has launched
its first global opportunity
scholarship initiative worth
Rs 67.50 lakh each to em-
power two rural students fr-
om India and also find them
jobs in multinational firms.
1t has selected two stu-
dents out of 50 high school
and junior colleges from ru-
ral Maharashtra after rigor-
ous competition and award-
ed them $200,000 scholar-
ship each to pursue their
four-year bachelor’s degrees
at University of Cmcmnau

has begun its mission to em-
power smart and bright kids
from rural areas of India th-
rough education free of co-
st,” Jonathan Weller, direct-
or of international admissi-
ons at University of Cincin-
nati said,

He said the special schol-
arship was aimed to lifting
up poor rural students out of
poverty and to make them
leaders in their own right. “I
am sure this will inspire oth-
er students to excel in
studies and build their own
lives,” he said.

Weller said a university
panel had selected two me-
monous students out of 10

beginning this

“It was

“This year the university

a tough decision to select

only two due to fund con-
straints,” Weller said, adding
the university was tapping
more donations to offer full
scholarship to at least 10
such students each year.
Anjani Lahane from Ma-
ngaon village in Raigad dis-
trict and Karishma Randhve
from Shirwal village Satara
district, near Pune, the first
recipient of the full schola-
rship were thrilled and sou-
nded confident to make it
big to the corporate ladder.
They will fly to America on
September 8. “It is my
dream come true,” said La-
hane, 18, whose father is a

farmer and mother a house- '

wife. With 79 per cent score
in science in Class XII, she

‘CHOSEN ONES: The two students will receiv: I‘ull scholarships, which will take care of all their
expenses in the US, including full tuition, hostel accommodation, meals and airfare

will pursue Bachelor’s de-
gree in computer science. “I
want to join a big multina-

tional company and also _Randhve, 17, whose fath-
sponsor one girl to study in  er is a causal labourer, moth-
American,” she said. er housewife, with 64 per

cent score in science in class
XII, said, “I can't beheve 1
have made it to the land of
opportunity.” She used to gi-
ve tuition to other students
to pay for her studies. “I wa-
nt to be a good leader in ph-
armaceutical company,” Ra-
ndhve, who will study bio-
medical engineering, said.
Weller said these two stu-
dents will receive full schol-
arships, which will take care

of all their expenses in the d:

US, including full tuition,
hostel accommodation, me-
als and airfare ticket. “We
will also organise their inte-
nship programme in multi-
national companies where
they will also earn anywhere
between $10 and $60 per

hour,” he said.

Weller said the university
had enough time to arrange
scholarships for them for
their master’s degrees.

“We had approached 50
schools and junior colleges
in rural Maharashtra and re-
ceived 47 applications from,
boys and girls. We had for-
warded shortlisted names of
10 boys and girls for the cov-
eted scholarship,” said Van-
ana Mane, co-founder of
Lend-A-Hand  India, a
Pune-based NGO, engaged
in skill training to young
boys and girls in rural high
schools in India.

michaelgonsalves
@mydigitalfc.com
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Relief for DU professor
in radiation leak case

Look-out circular withdrawn, U.S. medical visit allowed

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHi: The Delhi High
Court on Tuesday directed
the Delhi Police to withdraw
the look-out circular issued
against Prof. V. S. Parmar,
Head of the Chemistry De-
partment at Delhi Unijversity
and one of the accused in the
Mayapuri radiation leak case,
and allowed him to visit the
US for treatment and meeting
his family there.

Allowing a criminal revi-
sion petition filed by Prof.
Parmar against an order by a
trial court here rejecting his
application for a direction to
the city police to withdraw
the look-out circular, Justice
Suresh Kait said: “Keeping in
view the health condition of
the petitioner, the order dat-
ed July 28, 2011, passed by the
learned Metropolitan Magis-
trate is set aside.” '

Prof. Parmar’s family, his
wife, son, daughter-in-law
and daughter are US citizens.

However, Justice Kait im-

* He Is an accused
in Mayapuri
radiation leak case

* High Court imposes .
certain conditions

T

on him )

posed certain conditions on
the professor while directing
the police to withdraw the
look-out circular.

Justice Kait said Prof. Par-
mar would not withdraw his
money lying with the univer-
sity unless he joined trial in
the case; he would not create
a third party interest in the
share of his ancestral proper-
ty at Rani Bagh in North Delhi
without permission of the

trail court or till disposal of .

the case, whichever is earlier;
and he would present himself
before the trial court as and
when called. '

On the health condition of
the professor, Justice Kait
observed that “no doubt, the
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petitioner is in a very bad
medical condition. Even oth-
erwise, the liberty of any per-
son cannot be curtailed to
move around the country or
even to go abroad. He is not a
person who has no roots in
India and will not come back
to India if he goes for medical
treatment or to spend some
time with his family at the last.
juncture of his life”, )

The Delhi Police have re-
cently charge-sheeted six
professors of Delhi Universi-
ty in the case, including Prof.
Parmar. The other accused

- charge-sheeted are AV, Pra-

sad, Ramesh Chandra Rasto-
gi, Ashok Kumar, Rita Kakkar
and Roopal.»

They have been charge-
sheeted under Section 337
(causing hurt by an act which
endangers human life), 338
(causing grievous hurt by an
act which endangers human
life), 304 (culpable homicide
not amounting to murder)
and Section 24 of the Atomic
Energy Act, 1962.
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Concern over misuse
of antibiotics

South-East Asia Region Health Ministers meet in Jaipur

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: Meetings of the
Health Ministers of South-
East Asian Region (SEAR)
and the 64™ session of the
regional committee of the
World Health Organization
(WHO) opened here on
Tuesday with a call to the
world to wake up to the chal-
lenges posed by overuse and
misuse of antibiotics and the
increasing threat to human
health from non-communi-
cable diseases.

“In my view, the meeting
needs to be a wake-up call
right up to the level of Heads
of State. They need to be
confronted with the facts
right now, and how things
will look very soon if the
right actions are not taken
immediately,” said WHO Di-
rector-General = Margaret
Chan in her opening re-
marks at the joint inaugural
session.

She said the health sector
was already “wide awake” to
the magnitude of the prob-
lem and now it was for the
political leadership to listen
to the wake-up call.

Health Ministers from 11
countries of SEAR, Union
Minister for Health Gulab
Nabi Azad, WHO regional di-

rector Samlee Plianbang-

chang and Union Health
Secretary B, N. Katoch were
present besides the repre-
sentatives of UN agencies,
donor partners and non-gov-
ernment agencies from the
health sector. The member-
Hations on the occasion
agreed on a Jaipur Declara-
tion to combat anti-micro-
bial resistance.

The Jaipur Declaration on'
Anti-microbial Resistance
called for urgent measures to
control further development
of anti-microbial resistance,
They acknowledged that the

* most important driver of an-

ti-microbial resistance is the
irrational use of these agents
and national governments
must take urgent action to
preserve the efficacy of exist--
ing anti-microbial agents.
“We have taken antibiot-
ics and other anti-microbials
for granted. And we have

. failed to handle these pre-

cious yet fragile medicines
with appropriate care. The
message is clear. The world
is on the brink of losing its
miracle cures,” Dr. Chan
said.

Mr. Azad said the emer-
gence and spread of anti-mi-
ctobial resistance was
negating the achievements

made In protecting human
life and health from commu-
nicable diseases,

It is also a matter of great
concern that, despite tech-
nological advancements in
the field of health there has
been negligible development
in the area of new anti-mi-
crobial agents, he said, "Lack
of attention to this problem
has the potential tobecomea
critical impediment in the
attainment of the Millenni-
um Development Goals
(MDGs),” he warned. :

Drawing attention to the
growing threat from non-
communicable disease, Dr
Plianbangchang predicted a
steep rise in cardiovascular
diseases, cancers, diabetes,
chronic lung diseases and
mental disorders in the next
decade.

The long-term medical
treatments required for
chronic diseases would sky-
rocket health care costs and
cause an additional econom-
icburden to people as well as
nations, he warned.

The Jaipur Declaration
underscores concern at the
spread of anti-microbial re-
sistance which is negating
achievements made in pro-
tecting human life and
health.
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Thousands get IGNOU
degrees via video-conference

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The 24th Convo-
cation of Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Open University here
on Monday saw more than
one lakh students from the
university’s regional centres
receive their degrees and di-
plomas through
video-conferencing.

There were 23,780 Bache-
lor's degrees, 12,482 Mas-
ter's degrees and 29,269
diplomas. About 46,360 cer-
tificates and three Ph.D.s
were distributed during the
ceremony, with students
from Delhi receiving 28 gold
medals and nine cash awards

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama was awarded an

.honorary degree of Doctor of

Letters in recognition of his
contribution to world peace
and development. He also
inaugurated a new centre for
Tibetan studies.

“When you talk about Ti-
betan studies, all the impor-
tant subject matter is taken
from Indian tradition. His-
torically, due to Buddhism
spreading in Tibet, we share
the gurn-disciple relation-
ship. It is all your treasure
which we studied, practised
and followed the whole life.
Now is the time to return to
the original source. The es-
tablishment of the centre
can show the usefulness of
study of inner science,” he
said.
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